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reduce emissions and build resilience to changing weather patterns.

Commenting on the release of the letter, ICC Secretary General John Danilovich said:
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Speaking on the eve of the COP21 talks, ICC Secretary General John Danilovich said: “The scale of the climate challenge is too great for governments to tackle alone. Climate change is everyone’s business. COP21
must deliver an agreement that works with the private sector to scale up innovation and investment in
climate solutions”.

The
full text
of the letter is below and can also be found on the Financial Times website.
Business
action
The past year has seen an unprecedented mobilization of the private sector in support of the global climate
agenda and the COP21 talks. Many leading businesses have already made voluntary commitments to tackle
climate change-including through the French and Peruvian government’s Lima-Paris Action Agenda .
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Mr Barth added: “According to the International Energy Agency, full implementation of the 150 national
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expertise and innovation will be key if we are to limit greenhouse gas emissions, create new jobs
and promote sustainable consumption cycles.
That’s why we are calling on world leaders gathering in New York this week to commit to working
actively and constructively with the private sector to deliver on the promise of the new “Global
Goals”. Many businesses are already playing a leading role in promoting sustainable development,
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Business engagement
BUSINESS
LEADERS CALL FOR COLLABORATIVE SDG EFFORT

ICC has also called on governments to provide a recognized role for business within a COP21 agreement-to
Paris,
29 September 2015
better harness the expertise and expertise of the private sector in the development of global and national

climate policy-making.
Business
leaders representing companies with operations in over 190 countries have thrown
their weight behind the new UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

Mr Danilovich said: “It is vital that COP21 marks the start of a new era of collaboration between policymakers
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Commenting on the release of the letter, ICC Secretary General John Danilovich said:
ICC will host and participate in a range of events over the next two weeks-including the official business and
“This
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For more information on ICC’s recommendations on the key elements of a COP21 agreement,
please click here.
For further information, please contact:
Dawn CHARDONNAL
The
full text of the letter is below and can also be found on the Financial Times website.
Head, Media Relations and Web
Tel: +33 (0)1 49 53 29 07
dawn.chardonnal@iccwbo.org

Sir, We represent more than 20 of the world’s leading businesses. We are writing at the initiative
of the International Chamber of Commerce in advance of the formal adoption this week of the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) — the UN’s new agenda for people, planet and prosperity.
The SDGs represent, without doubt, the most ambitious development agenda ever forged at
the international level. They set out an essential road map to address some of the world’s most
pressing and intractable problems, from extreme poverty through to climate change. Simply
put, we all — as global citizens — have an interest in making the SDGs an unprecedented and
unmitigated success.
The international development agenda is sometimes narrowly construed as a matter for
governments alone, but it is clear that effective implementation of the SDGs will require
widespread business support. To take one angle: official estimates place the annual investment
gap in sustainable development in developing markets at up to $2.5tn annually. It is anticipated
that much of this shortfall will need to be filled by private capital. In other areas, business
expertise and innovation will be key if we are to limit greenhouse gas emissions, create new jobs
and promote sustainable consumption cycles.
That’s why we are calling on world leaders gathering in New York this week to commit to working
actively and constructively with the private sector to deliver on the promise of the new “Global
Goals”. Many businesses are already playing a leading role in promoting sustainable development,
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